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Int.

1. Aim: To show that the church in the N.T. is eternal and is not to be changed by man.

2. Heb. 13:8   “ .”

3. Many in the church are wanting to change things.  They predict that unless we change the

church will not continue to exist!!!   Will become extinct !

4. We are living in a changing world - communication, transportation, nations of the world,

education etc.

5. There have been some changes in God's dealings with men: Patriarchal, Mosaical, Chr.

a. Heb. 1:1-2  -- there was a change   “

;”

b. Heb. 7:12 - the priesthood was changed   “

.”

c. There was a change of covenants

(1) Jer. 31:31 “

:”

(2) Heb. 8:8-9  “

.”
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6. What about changes in the church?   The church we read about in the N.T. 

Discussion

A. When talking about change in the church what are we talking about?

1. Times of services, number of songs, order of worship, number of prayers, place for

L.S. in the worship  - no !

2. Some want changes like: 

a. The role of women - women in leadership

b. Changing the worship from congregational singing to solos, quartets and choirs,

praise teams, some adding instrumental music

c. Change preaching from the word to drama, very little Bible taught

d. Change the plan of salvation saying baptism not essential

e. Taking the L.S. on Saturday night, 

f. Change the name to community church

3. There were some people in the days of Samuel who wanted change:

a. 1 Sam. 8:5   “

b. This made Samuel unhappy

c. But the Lord explained to Samuel in v.7 that they had not rejected Samuel but

had rejected God.

d. The reason they wanted to change was a rejection of God and his commands.

4. The change Agents in the church today are wanting to change God's ways because

they have rejected God and his commands.

5. These people are wanting to change matters that are beyond things of opinion!!!
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B.

1. Does a man have the right to make the changes?  Is it going to be a certain

preacher?  Or some elder?   Or a college President?  Who decides which man?   

2. Can a group of men decide that certain changes are in order?  Group of preacher?   

Group of elders?  What qualifies them to make the decision that the church needs

to change?

3. Gal. 1:6-8  Paul declares that even an angel from heaven could not change the

Gospel !!!!

4. If an angel could not do it, on what basis do we conclude that men can do so?

C.

1. It is now a divine organization.

2. What sort of church would the church be changed to?

3. Acts 20:29-30  The church at Ephesus had a possibility of changing -- but it was

not for the better.

4. What will the changers make of the church in a decade ?

D.

1. Every century, every decade, every year?  How often are we to make changes?

2. Why is it that the passing of time makes it necessary for the church to change?

3. Mt. 28:20  Jesus sent out the Apostles to teach the gospel to all nations and he

promised to be with them unto the end of the world.   If what they were to teach is

to last until the end of the age, then that which is produced by such teaching would

not change.  What they preached produced the church!!

4. The gospel does not become outdated by the passing of time.

5. Time does not make changes within the church necessary !!!
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A. Dan. 2:44  -   "

."

1. Daniel predicted that the church would never be destroyed and would stand

forever

2. Heb. 12:28  The writer declares that we have a kingdom that cannot be moved,

shaken == changed   "

B. Why is the church changeless?

1.

a. Eph. 3:10-11  "

b. The church was not an afterthought of God, or an accident or contingency that

He was forced into as a substitute for the kingdom.

c. The church and the kingdom are the same thing

(1) Matt. 16:18,19

(2) Col. 1:13   “

d. God planned for the church from the beginning.

(1) When God designs something then he never needs to change it 
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(2) He does not reach conclusions by experimentation.

(3) He knows before He starts whether or not and how a thing works.

e. The church is changeless because its architect designed it perfectly.

2.

a. The church is composed of people who have been saved from the practice of

sin:

(1) Acts 2:47

(2) 1 Jn.5:19  "

."

b. As long as sin exists the need for the unchangeable church will continue.

c. The church was designed to give sinners access to salvation from sin, and that

need has not changed.

3.

a. Church purchased by blood of Christ 

(1) Acts 20:28  

(2) 1 Pet.1:18,19   “

:”

b. Churches not purchased by the blood of Christ can be changed.

c. But Christ's church is as changeless as his blood
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d. Heb. 10:11 - 14  "

"

4.

a. Heb. 13:8  " ."

b. Christ is the only head of the church as He has been for nearly 2,000 years.

c. Eph. 1:22-23

d. The church has not changed heads nor will it change heads as long as time shall

last.

e. The church authorized by God has a living head, not a dead head whose remains

are preserved in some tomb today.

f. In Christ resides all the executive, legislative, and judicial authority over the

church.

5.

a. Matt. 24:35   “

   John 8:32

b. God gave us this final revelation and it does not need revising because God who

is perfect in all ways gave it to us.

c. No need to re-examine to see if it teaches new things!  It does not change!
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1. Man is always searching for that which is constant, secure, certain and unchangeable.

a. It is the church -- in its essential features the church is unchangeable.

b. Some of the methods and matters of judgement can change but the divine structure of

the church is changeless.

2. God has not changed.  Neither has His word.  His church has not changed.

3. Those men who are trying to change the church are not satisfied with the church as it is. 

They want something different.

a. But why?

b. It is the same problem as in the days of Samuel.  They wanted to be like the nations

around them.  They did not want to continue to be different.  They had rejected God's

rule over them.

c. Why are men dissatisfied with the church today?  Because they are trying too please

themselves not God.  They want to be like the denominations !

4. Shall we change the church?    NO !!!!  Absolutely not!!!

5. The world changes all about us constantly:

a. Ways of travel - roads improved

b. Communication improvements

c. Medical advancements

d. Technology is changing swiftly
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6. But change is for the world and only for this world

a. One day this world will perish

b. 1 Pet. 3:10  "

c. For those who are determined to go to heaven we must heed the warnings of the Bible

and not change God's plan.

7. Physical things change, but eternal things do not.  

8. We live in the physical and must change to conform to God's will by living as a child of

God.  We look forward to that eternal home with God which will not be changed.

9. Prov. 24:21    “

."

10. The church should not change for there is no need to change that which God has built.

11. There is a need for positive change:

a. If in your life you are not living in harmony with God's will then make those changes

needed -- HBRCB=S   or Repent, Confess and Pray.

b. Things in the church that are not what they ought to be should be changed -

worship/work/organization -- anything that is not in harmony with God's will!!!

------------------
Bibliography
1. Changes in the Church of Christ -  1994 Bellview Lectures -"Does the Church of Christ need to change?" by
Winfred Clark p. 9
2. The Voice of Truth International - Vol. 4 - Sept. 94  "The Changeless Church" by W. Douglass Harris  p. 52

Sermon by Arthur Pigman - 
Evans Church of Christ 
515 Gibbs Road
Evans, Ga. 30809
706-855-1249
arthurpigman@cybrtyme.com


