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Int.

1. Aim:   To show that the gospel has other advantages in addition to eternal salvation.

2. The gospel is the powerful means that God has given to save our souls.  -   “

  Rom. 1:16  

a. The purpose of Christ coming to the earth was to save us from our sins

b. Matt. 1:21   

c. The gospel removes the guilt of sin - Acts 2:38 “remission”    “

d. The gospel also helps us in turning away from the practice of sin - Acts 3:26 

e. A person in love with God is out of love with the world.

3. There is also another benefit of the gospel and that is the by-products

a. By-product “Something produced in the making of something else.   A secondary

result; side effect”  - American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language

b. “A secondary and sometimes unexpected or unintended result”   © 2001 by Merriam-Webster,

Incorporated

4. The religious world generally emphasizes the social and moral aspects of the gospel.  These

are only by-products or secondary benefits.  But they are good and we need to know about

these by-products of the gospel
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1 P. 276 The Book of Philippians  - Elkins, Warren   Getwell Lectures   1987

Discussion

A. The primary purpose of the gospel is not to make people happy in this life.  But

happiness does come as a by-product of the gospel !

B. Phil. 4:6,7    “

1. A person whose heart is ruled by worry, fear and frustration cannot be happy !

2. “Work won’t kill you, but worry will.”

3. Paul is teaching us how to overcome worry

4. Then we will have real peace - the peace of God that passeth understanding

5. The peace of mind which allowed the early Christians to sing hymns as they were

about to be devoured by lions has never been understood by the world, for it

comes only through a deep dedication to God and a clear trust in His word. 1 

6. Jn. 14:27   “

C. The gospel will not necessarily keep you from the hardships and heartaches of life that

make people unhappy, but will give you a different view of these and help you bear

them.  Phil. 1:21-24
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D. Heb. 11:13    “

.”

A. Rom. 12:18   

1. Context in Rom. 12:14-21

2. Christians should strive especially to be at peace among themselves.

3. And do our best to be at peace with all men.

4. But when we preach the truth there will be some men who will not like it.

B. And sometimes it is not possible to be at peace -   Matt. 10:34-36     “

C. But the principles of the gospel will make one the kind of person who will generally

have a good relation with others

1. Honesty, fairness, concern

2. Practice of the gospel rule  - Matt 7:12    “

D. Fathers and mothers, husbands and wives, sons and daughters  - Eph. 5 & 6
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A. Not talking about haughtiness or pride

1. Pro. 16:18 “ .”

2. Jas. 4:6   “

.”

3. Jas. 4:10   “ ”

B. But to know that

1. We have obeyed the gospel & He has forgiven us of all our sins

2. That we are His Children

3. That he will hear our prayers

4. ....This gives us a feeling of self-esteem

5. We are a child of God !

C. On the other hand, if one is not living as he should, the gospel will make him have guilt

feelings  - Heb . 4:12    

A. Not referring to what is called  “Christian Science” by Mary Baker Eddy  - nor to the

idea that Jesus died to heal our physical bodies, as some teach
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B. But it is a fact that the principles of the gospel are those that make for good health

1. I Cor. 6:19,20   “

”

2. Exodus. 15:26   “

.”  None of These Diseases  - Worry, anger STD, Stress

3. Refrain from drunkenness and all other sins and you will be healthier.

a. When applying for insurance they ask a number of questions

b. If you do not drink or smoke then you get a better rate

4. Attitudes help our health

5. Christians normally have a healthier body because they do not harm the body by

practicing the sins of the flesh.

a. This is not meant to say that if we have a disease or sickness that it is caused

by sin - because anyone can get sick and sin is not always the cause - Job is an

example

b. But certain sins do have an effect on the health of our body.

c. By avoiding those sins we are going to have better physical health
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1. Gospel is the powerful means that God has given for salvation  - Rm. 1:16

a. There are certain other benefits or by-products that come from being a Christian

b. John 10:10   “

.”

2. But the gospel will not do any of these things for those who will not submit to it.

3. The gospel is great !!!

4. The By-Products are not bad   

(1) Happiness

(2) Peace with others

(3) Self - esteem

(4) Better health

Source -  Bobby Duncans Sermons  - By-Products of the Gospel   p. 41
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